
  
  

November 12, 2021  

  

  

The Honorable Patty Murray   

Chairwoman   

Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee  

428 Dirksen Senate Office Building  

Washington, DC 20510  

  

The Honorable Richard Burr   

Ranking Member  

Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee  

154 Russell Senate Office Building  

Washington, DC 20510  

  

  

Dear Chairwoman Murray and Ranking Member Burr:   

  

As the Senate prepares the Build Back Better Act through the budget reconciliation process, AccessLex 

Institute urges you to include provisions that make historical investments in Historically Black Colleges 

and Universities (HBCUs) and other minority serving institutions (MSIs) and that make childcare more 

affordable for American families. 

 

AccessLex Institute, in partnership with its nearly 200 nonprofit and state-affiliated ABA-approved 

member law schools, has been committed to improving access to legal education and to maximizing the 

affordability and value of a law degree since 1983. The AccessLex Center for Legal Education Excellence 

advocates for policies that make legal education work better for students and society alike and conducts 

research on the most critical issues facing legal education today.  

 

HBCUs play an outsized role in educating Black students—they represent 3 percent of all colleges and  

universities but enroll 10 percent of Black undergraduates and award 17 percent of bachelor’s degrees  

earned by Black students. However, funding and resources for HBCUs and other MSIs lag behind those  

at institutions that serve predominately White students. The federal investment in these institutions 

must reflect the need that exists if Congress is to keep the promise it made with the passage of the 

Higher Education Act in 1965: to provide educational opportunity to all Americans who wish to pursue it.  

 



The federal investment in higher education must also reflect the need that student-parents face when 

seeking affordable high-quality childcare. According to a recommendation by the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, families should not spend more than 7 percent of their income on childcare 

costs. However, the average single parent spends nearly 37 percent of their household income on 

childcare for one child and married couples pay almost 11 percent. With 24 percent of undergraduates 

and 32 percent of graduate students being parents, it’s clear that this financial burden does not just fall 

on parents in the workforce. For student-parents, many of whom have limited access to affordable on-

campus childcare, the high cost can lead them to devote less time to their studies or even drop out. 

Making childcare more affordable could help increase completion and lead to greater academic success. 

 

Investing in HBCUs and MSIs would enable more students of color to pursue their educational dreams, 

which would not only benefit those individual graduates but would also strengthen their local 

communities and the economy. In addition, making childcare more affordable would provide critical 

financial support to low- and middle-income families both in the workforce and pursuing higher 

education.  

 

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate 

to contact me at cchapman@accesslex.org or Nancy Conneely, Managing Director of Policy, at 

nconneely@accesslex.org.  

  

  

Sincerely,  

 

Christopher P. Chapman  

President and Chief Executive Officer  

 

 

 

cc: The Honorable Chuck Schumer, Senate Majority Leader 

 The Honorable Mitch McConnell, Senate Minority Leader 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the House 

 The Honorable Kevin McCarthy, House Minority Leader 

 House Education and Labor Committee  

 

  

  

  


