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Helix and the NextGen Bar Exam



NextGen Format 

• Three 180-minute blocks that consist of:

o “Standalone” multiple-choice questions

o Integrated question sets

o 60-minute performance tasks



Standalone Multiple-Choice Questions 
(MCQs)

• Traditional MBE-style MCQs

• Issue-spotter MCQs 



Integrated Question Sets

• Designed to assess primarily client counseling, advising, 
negotiation, and dispute resolution skills

• Focuses on at least two content areas (or three content areas 
if an Ethics question is included) 

Counseling Set

• Designed to assess primarily writing and editing skills that are 
not easily covered by the longer written portions of the exam

• Focuses on only one content area but may focus on more

Drafting Set



Foundational Skills

Group A:

Issue Spotting and Analysis, 

Investigation and Evaluation

Group B:

Client Counseling and 

Advising, Negotiation and 

Dispute Resolution, Client 

Relationship and 

Management

Group C:

Legal Research

Group D:

Legal Writing and Drafting



Foundational Skills

➢ The Notes under A.1. and A.2. indicate that tasks one and two 

may be either A-domain or C-domain questions based on the 

context of the question.



Counseling Set Content

3–4 questions should come from Group B 

(client counseling)

Other questions may come from Groups A 

(issue spotting, investigation) and C (legal 

research)



Knowledge-Level Considerations

• CSO has a two-tiered system regarding the knowledge 
level required to answer questions

Starred Topics*

Unstarred Topics



MCQ Insights

• Language of the prompts is derived from the NCBE CSO

Examples:

Which of the following search term(s) would be the most likely to produce resources 

that will answer the client’s question?



MCQ Insights

• Language of the prompts is derived from the NCBE CSO

Examples:

Which of the following legal topics is the most likely to affect whether the client can 
_____________?



Short Answer Insights

• Questions should elicit short one-to-two sentence 
responses without extended application



Exam Style

• Content is worded as though examinee is the 
attorney/law clerk
• Applies to all content types on the exam

Example:

You are representing a client in a dispute with a neighbor. The client owns a single-family home with several acres of 
surrounding land. Recently, the client noticed that his neighbor had built a fence that extends onto the client’s land. The 
client is unsure when the fence was built because that part of the client’s land is obscured by large trees. When the client 
contacted the neighbor about the fence, the neighbor claimed that she did not know the location of the property line. The 
client has shown you a recent survey of the property that confirms the encroachment and has asked you whether he has a 
claim against the neighbor.

Which of the following legal topics are the most important for you to research before advising the client? Select two.



Inside the Helix NextGen Course



Course Format

• Outlines

• Videos

• Building-Block Quizzes

• Flashcards

• MCQs

• Integrated Question Sets

• Performance Tasks



Course Format

• Outlines

• Videos

• Building-Block Quizzes

• Flashcards

• MCQs

• Integrated Question Sets

• Performance Tasks

S

Streamlined to reflect new scope

Adapted to include issue-spotter MCQs 

and to reflect new style

Adapted to reflect new time frame 

and formats



Course Organization

How does the new exam style impact learning and retention?

• Order of subjects

• Groupings of subjects

• Skills presentation 

• Skills practice



Helix NextGen In-School Programming



Developed and Supported by 
Academic/Bar Support/Legal Writing Educators



Comprehensive Programming

Free 
Resources

Credit-
Bearing 
Courses

Interactive 
Online 

Programs

Simulated 
Exams

Question 
Banks

Diagnostic 
Tools

Retaker 
Support

Customized Solutions



2L Class Options

•Overview of the MPT or 
NextGen Performance 
Task, strategy, and  
practice

• Includes 3 graded and 
10 self-graded MPTs or 
NextGen Performance 
Tasks

1 Credit MPT or 
Performance 
Task Course

•Overview of NextGen 
Integrated Question 
Sets and Performance 
Task components, 
strategy, and practice

• Includes 3 graded IQSs 
and 2 graded PTs

2 Credit       
Legal Skills 
Course

•Overview of MBE or 
NextGen MCQs,  
strategy, and practice

• Includes over 200 
practice MBE or 
NextGen-style multiple-
choice questions

2 Credit 
Multiple-Choice 
Course



3L Pre-Bar Course



Curated Course Elements



Want to be part of Helix NextGen?

Become a Helix contractor!



Questions?



THANK YOU!
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