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Cost of attendance

Scholarships

Student loans

Helping students compare aid offers 

The financial aid application process

Today’s Topics

AccessLex resources for your students 
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FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION PROCESS
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Aid Application Process

The aid application process will vary from school 
to school, so students will need to check each 

school’s instructions and deadlines.
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Aid Application Process

Will ALWAYS involve the 
Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA)
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Aid Application Process

An additional application may also be required
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Aid Application Process

Schools may request 
parent information.
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COST OF ATTENDANCE
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What Does Law School Cost?
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Cost of Attendance (COA)

• The school determines this 
budget to represent the 
costs for a typical student 
to attend for one 
academic year.

• Financial aid cannot 
exceed this number.
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What is Included in COA?
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Can anything else be included?
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What can NEVER be included?
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SCHOLARSHIPS
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Scholarships

• Scholarships are gift aid 
awarded for merit. They may 
require a certain level of 
performance for renewal.

• May be awarded at time of 
admission

• May be awarded at a later time
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Scholarships

• Be aware of conditional 
scholarships

• May require certain GPA or 
class rank for renewal

• Check the 509 Report for 
historical reference



#AccessLexSpringSync
AccessLex Spring Sync Workshop

Scholarships

• Encourage outside scholarship 
applications

• Check with local bar associations
• Promote the AccessLex 

Scholarship Databank
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STUDENT LOANS
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Student Loans:
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan

Up to $20,500 per year

7.94% interest rate
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Student Loans:
Federal Direct Grad PLUS

Up to COA minus other aid

8.94% interest rate

Requires satisfactory credit
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Student Loans:
Private Student Loans

Up to COA minus other aid

Interest rates vary

Good credit required
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Federal vs. Private Loans

Federal Loans
• Fixed interest rate

• Forgiveness provisions for 
death or disability

• Forgiveness options for public 
service employees

• Flexible repayment options, 
including income driven plans

Private Loans
• May have fixed or variable 

interest rate

• Generally no forgiveness 
provisions

• Generally no income driven 
payment options
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Student Loan Repayment

Debt driven options 
Amortize the loan over either 10 or 

25 years

Income driven options
Calculates the monthly payment 

based on the amount the 
borrower is earning, with 

forgiveness after 20 or 25 years of 
payments
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Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF)

Full-time public service work
+ income driven payment 

+ 10 years
FORGIVENESS

of remaining loan balance!
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But…
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HELPING STUDENTS COMPARE AID OFFERS
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Helping Students Compare Aid Offers
Tuition and Fees

+ Books and Supplies
+ Housing and Food
+ Other Miscellaneous Expenses
- Scholarships
- Grants

The Bottom Line:
The real costs that must be covered by 
family contribution, work, or borrowing
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Helping Students Compare Aid Offers
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Helping Students Compare Aid Offers
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Helping Students Compare Aid Offers

The least expensive thing isn’t always the best choice.
Prioritize what is most important to the student.
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ACCESSLEX RESOURCES FOR YOU AND 
YOUR STUDENTS
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Pre-Law Communications Toolkit

• Communications resources by platform
• Logos
• Flyers
• Social media banners and sample language
• Presentation descriptions 
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The Path to
 Law School 

Flyer



AccessLex Pre-Law Tools and Resources



REGISTER AND LOG IN NOW:
AskEDNA.org

https://askedna.accesslex.org/
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Enter MAX Pre-Law by AccessLex®
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MAX Pre-Law Worksheets and Checklists
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Analyze, Research 
and Compare Law 
School-Specific 
Information

Side-By-Side Comparison

Peer Group Comparison

Trend Report



Answer a series of questions.

YOUR LAW SCHOOL 
FUTURE BEGINS HERE

Weight your priorities. 

Get a list of schools that fit what you want 
and need in your law school experience.

Review school profiles. 

Compare school data side-by-side.
a



FREE on-demand, one-on-one 

financial aid and loan repayment 

counseling to aspiring and current 

law students, and graduates.

SCHEDULE A MEETING: AccessLex.org/AccessConnex
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Search over 800 carefully curated and vetted scholarship 
opportunities and writing competitions – totaling more than $3 

million in aid.
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Understand the financial realities of your law degree.
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Alternative pathways to legal education exist.
Our Directory leads the way.
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A pathway initiative to increase law school diversity.
LexPreLaw

LexPostBacc
LexPostBacc Direct (NEW!)
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QUESTIONS?

ACCESSLEX PRE-LAW SUPPORT: PRELAW@ACCESSLEX.ORG
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